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GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS WITHIN THE 
GLAMORGAN SPRING BAY COUNCIL (GSBC) BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION AREA 

OR IN AREAS CONTAINING NATIVE VEGETATION 

Who should read these guidelines? 

If you are planning to build or undertake a development on a property within the GSBC ‘Biodiversity 
Protection Area’ (see below for definition) or land containing any native vegetation, AND your 
development requires the clearing of any native vegetation (including for driveways and outbuildings), 
then these guidelines are for you.  

What is the GSBC Biodiversity Protection Area? 

The GSBC Biodiversity Protection Area (BPA) incorporates land that is also zoned for a variety of uses, 
for example, ‘rural living’ and ‘rural resource’. The BPA contains native vegetation and consequently 
supports ‘biodiversity’ (or ‘natural’) values. These values can be classified as high priority, medium 
priority or low priority depending on the type of vegetation or the species of plants and animals and 
their habitat that occur on the land. 

The purpose of these guidelines 

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide advice in order to save you any unexpected delays in your 
development – and probably save you time and money in the long run. These guidelines should be 
considered prior to submitting any Development Application to Council. 

Background 

The GSB Municipality is renowned for its unique biodiversity (short for biological diversity) and within it 
there are many ‘hotspots’ for threatened species, or in other words, those species that are at risk of 
extinction. Threatened species include both plants and animals (or flora and fauna). The Municipality 
also contains a number of vegetation types (or vegetation communities) that are also threatened with 
risk of extinction.  

Threatened flora, threatened fauna (including their ‘core’ habitat) and threatened vegetation 
communities are protected under various State and/or National legislation.  

Requirements for a Development Application 

If your property contains, or is likely to contain, any threatened species or communities that may be 
impacted by your development, or if you want to clear a substantial area of non-threatened native 
vegetation, then you are likely to be required to submit to Council a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ 
(also known as an ‘Ecological Assessment’ or ‘Flora and Fauna Report’) along with your Development 
Application. 

However, just because your property contains threatened species or communities, or you wish to clear 
any native vegetation, this does not necessarily mean that you cannot undertake the development.  

The purpose of a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ is to determine the species and communities present 
in relation to the location of your proposed development and to provide recommendations including: 

 How any potential impacts on natural values can be avoided, minimised or remedied on site,  

 If the above is not feasible, then how potential impacts can be mitigated and how any residual 
impacts can be offset, 

 Advises whether you will require permits under various legislation.
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Determining if you need a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ 

Step 1:  
Contact the Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department at GSBC, providing your PID (Property 
Identification Number) and a broad description of your proposed development. 

The NRM Department will make a determination as to whether or not a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ 
will be required. This decision will in no way be an arbitrary decision but will be based on the best 
current scientific knowledge available through various Government databases. This knowledge is also 
available to the general public such as through the following links: 

www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au  
www.thelist.tas.gov.au 
www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au 

If a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ is not required then proceed with your Development Application.  

Step 2:  
If a ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ is required then contact a reputable environmental consultant to 
undertake a survey and provide you with a report.  

Any reputable consultant will know that they are required to provide a report that is consistent with 
DPIPWE’s ‘Guidelines for Natural Values Surveys – Terrestrial Development Proposals’, which can be 
found at: 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Natural%20Values%20Surveys%20related%
20to%20Development%20Proposals.pdf 

Appropriate consultants are listed in the yellow pages under Environmental Consultants or can be 
found on the web. It is advisable to ask for quotes from two or more consultants. 

Step 3:  
Fill out your Development Application with consideration to the recommendations provided in your 
‘Natural Values Survey Report’.  

Step 4: 
Submit your Development Application together with your ‘Natural Values Survey Report’ to Council. 

 

 

Relevant legislation 

Threatened species are protected under one or both of the following pieces of legislation: 

 Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. 

 Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

Threatened vegetation communities are protected under the: 

 Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002. 

Other legislation relevant to the protection and management of native forest: 

 Tasmanian Forest Practices Act 1985. 

Legislation relating to noxious weeds and their impact on native vegetation: 

 Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. 
 
 
 

For questions relating to any other aspect of the Development Application process contact 
the Council’s Planning Department on 6256 4777 

http://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/
http://www.thelist.tas.gov.au/
http://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/

